
Beloved ,

If you are reading this, you have some investment, big or 
small, in what happens to Knox Church. I hope that what 
you would want from your investment (of time, gifts, ener-
gy, and resources) is for something to grow, expand in influ-
ence, service, and impact on the places that we touch.  This 
includes you, but is certainly not limited to you. We want 
you to be blessed and to have joy as you participate in and 
around the activity of this church. But if we stop there and 
are satisfied to bless those inside our walls, then we have 
failed in the call that Jesus put on all His followers. His inten-
tion and mission has always been and always will be to ex-
pand the Kingdom into and over all the world. He wants to 
bless all those in need, which is everyone. And He wants to 
destroy the work of the enemy, every bit of his false empire, 
bringing about a reign of peace that will last forever.  

Whether you realize it or not, your investment is resourcing 
this mission. Your offering, be it with your time or money 
or something else, is being used go with Jesus to storm the 
gates of hell, and go with Jesus as he sets up His community 
that is called the Kingdom of God. Brick by brick, soul by 
soul, battle after battle, the Lord is winning back all that be-
longs to Him.  Nothing will stop Him or deter or distract Him.  

You see, I think much of the church today believes in a dif-
ferent mission. It believes that Jesus died so that we could 
be nice, decent citizens, who behave according to a bland 
and passive moral code (“don’t drink, don’t chew, don’t go 
with girls who do.”) Above all other values, is the one that 
says, “Don’t offend anyone.” This way of thinking has way 
more power and influence than most of us realize, and it 
makes us inactive and ineffective followers of Jesus. 

If we realize that Jesus has called us and raised us up to be 
an army, we would not sit as spectators like we do. If any 
country sent an army into battle that only showed up to lis-
ten to the leaders talk about the battle plan, and if they only 
worked at maintaining the clothes, equipment, and facilities 
of the army, oh and especially not offending anyone, they 
would fall away at the first hint of a fight. Jesus will leave 
this army behind. He wants fighters who will offer their very 
lives for the mission. They will follow the example of their 
commander. And He already showed that He was willing to 
die for the mission.

So let me ask if you realize what you are doing? Do you re-
alize that you are part of an army? And do you know that 
we are being calling into the fight? He is calling us to band 
together under His leadership, to call one another brothers 
and sisters in arms, to take this more seriously and more 
passionately than anything and everything else. Jesus wants 
ALL of your heart, soul, mind, and strength given to the mis-
sion. It is time.  

I want you to take any of the conviction that this might have 
given you and do something with it. I want to see you ac-
tively loving God. That means be at our worship gatherings, 
but it also means add more of that to the rest of your week. 
I want to see us loving one another. If you are not in a small 
group, contact the office by phone, email, or in person, and 
we will help you join one. You can’t do this alone. And lastly, 
I want all of us engaged in the fight somewhere. If you are 
not regularly and in a hands on way, involved in serving and 
changing the world, you have to change that. We have some 
opportunities. Join one. And if we don’t have something that 
you can do, maybe God is calling you to start something.

It is time for us to stand up, pick up our weapons, and get 
in the fight!

grace and peace,

pastor matt

People to pray for during February:

Angela Decker, Julie Carr, Sandy Prosser, Annette Gillies, 
Matthew Rebmann, Red Carter, Mel Isaac, Rebecca Miskell, 
Evelyn Murphy, John Carey, Dawn Hrab, Rebekah Davidson, 
Josue Rosado, Adam Mills, Alex Schmitt, Julia Domagala, 
Tom Iak, Susan Lockwood, Robert Wren, Jeff Berry, Jerry 
Silvis, Michael Rebmann, Cindy Strickland, Connie Costanza, 
Beth Ann Geraci, Janeen Strutz, Joy Lohouse, Ian Calder, Kirk 
Davidson, Colin Freas, Frank Buonamici, Richard Hrynyshyn, 
Brittany Keller, Belinda Isaac, Julie Vosburgh, Evan Penvose, 
Christobel Anandaraj, Ellen Christie, Julie Draves, Judah 
Haberman, Sue Connors, Tracie Arnold, Irving Chudner, 
David Elder, Traci Haberman, Colleen Kendzierski, Alexandra 
Hackett, Jan Elder, Gabriel Chen, Evelyn Dehaan, Dan 
Summerville, Dean Arnold, Liam Haberman, Ellen Keller, 
Thomas Draves, Dianna Young, Mariah Christie, Shirley 
Perry, Kenny Torrico.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Rebecca	Miskell	 	 	 	 2/01
Olivia	DeHaan		 	 	 	 2/03
Linda	Snyder		 	 	 	 	 2/03
Richard	Smith		 	 	 	 2/04
Isaiah	Zimmerman		 	 	 	 2/04
Joseph	Murphy		 	 	 	 2/05
Grace	Rife		 	 	 	 	 2/09
Weegie	Vasquez		 	 	 	 2/09
Doris	Hurren		 	 	 	 	 2/12
Jim	Shelton		 	 	 	 	 2/12
JoAnne	Mills		 	 	 	 	 2/13
Christopher	D’Angelo			 	 	 2/15
Gordon	Schroeder		 	 	 	 2/15
Annette	Gillies		 	 	 	 2/28

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Dave and Jan Elder     2/28

SPECIAL NEEDS PRAYER LIST
Eleanor Blackburn, Heather & Holly Burgess (Jack Burgess’ 
nieces), Jack Burgess, Betty Bussard),  John Cave (Alice 
Cave’s son), the Chen family, Mark Christie, Irving Chudner, 
Casmir Czamara (Mark Czamara’s uncle), Angie Decker, Eric 
Decker (Angie Decker’s son), Angie DeLuca (Jo-Ann Malloy’s 
mother),  Joyce Dixon (friend of Lenny Rishkofski), Loretta 
Goode, Joan Gracie, Jackie Green, Ava Hackett (Ann & Tony 
Hackett’s daughter), Gary Hovagimian (friend of Carrie 
Lade), Marian Iak, Behzad Kahlali, Ashley Kolesar, Raffe 
McCann Garvey,  (Angie Decker’s sister), Dianna Minger, 
Christine Morris, Nancy Nye, Louise O’Hara, Linda Reed 
(Dianna Minger’s sister’s sister-in-law),Vivien Rice, Carl 
Rishkofski, Steve Rogacki (Dianna Minger’s step-brother),  
Linda Sargent, JoAnn Santosprito (Ellen Christie’s dear 
friend), Gordon Schroeder, Maxine Scribner, Richard Smith, 

Diane Terech (Sally Hoffman’s friend), Pat Todd, Ray Ushold 
(Dianna Minger’s sister’s brother-in-law), Robert Waag 
(Lynne Personius’ dad), Tooty Weeks (Sally Hoffman’s sister).

Also: The men and women serving our country at home and 
overseas; Men’s Prison Ministry at Buffalo Correctional.

To request prayer for an individual or to supply an update, 
please call the Knox office:  873-2423.

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION
Instead of bulk-mailing the monthly newsletter, we invite you 
to pick up a copy of The Link from the table in the Welcome 
Center. In the near future you will be able to view The Link 
on-line as well, at the current Knox website: knoxepc.com.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Trinity Old Lutheran Church on Sheridan Drive is looking 
for volunteers to work with dementia patients in their day 
care program. This program provides free respite care for 
caregivers one morning/month and there is a need for more 
volunteers to be paired with the patients. No experience 
necessary; training and supervision will be provided. If 
interested, call the church office at 836-4868.

SISTERS OF FAITH
SPRING RETREAT

It’s time to register! The retreat is being held from April 
29th - May 1st, 2016, at Stella Niagara Lewiston, NY in the 
Renewal Center.

We will be learning about God’s Light. Join us as Pearl Arnold 
will be our guide as she uses her knowledge of God’s word 
to present Biblical information on the contrast of light and 
dark. Pearl was born with limited sight but by 11 was totally 
blind. Her blindness has not prevented her from showing 
us all how to be a joy to the Lord. Pearl will use God’s word, 
poems and music, some of which she wrote herself, to help 
us learn more about being God’s light towards others as 
well as how to keep the dark away.

Reserve your spot at the registration table on Sundays or 
Contact a team member:

Mary Rose Luckoski 875-5082, Lisa Miskell 832-7703,
Camille Gray 319-4903, Kathy Silvis 572-2295,
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Susan Lockwood 430- 2479, Lisa Vesperman 208-5248, 
Pearl Arnold 836-2796, Susan Leading 208-9864

Registration fees include overnight accommodations, meals, 
coffee, tea, and snacks. $40 Non-refundable Deposit Due 
when you register.

$135.00 Full weekend
$95.00 Friday Overnight & Saturday’s Agenda (one night)
$55.00 Saturday only.

Payments will be accepted but balance is due by April 
10th, 2016. Sending someone to the retreat would make a 
perfect birthday gift. If Scholarship is needed see Mary Rose 
Luckoski.

Early Bird drawing will be held for $50 towards the retreat 
for anyone who has register and paid the $40 registration 
fee by our February meeting which will be held on February 
12, 2016. So sign up now!

DAVE SAYS
 daveramsey.com

+++

Using their emergency fund

Dear Dave,

My	wife	 and	 I	 are	working	 the	Baby	 Steps,	 and	we	have	
our	 budget	 in	 place.	 Sometimes	 the	 budget	 gets	 busted	
because	of	home	improvements	and	various	other	things.	
I	 think	we	 should	 take	money	 from	our	 emergency	 fund	
when this happens, but she says it should come out of our 
restaurant	and	fun	money.	What	do	you	think?

- Joshua

Dear Joshua,

I	 hate	 to	 break	 this	 to	 you,	 but	 overspending	 is	 not	 an	
emergency.	So,	I’m	siding	with	your	wife	on	this	one.	If	you	
budget a set amount in one category and you go over that 
amount, you’ve got to have something you reduce or cut 
out	completely	to	stay	within	your	budget	for	the	month.

You’d	be	surprised	at	what	some	people	call	an	“emergency.”	
But	 here’s	 the	 deal:	 If	 something	 happens	 on	 a	 pretty	
regular	basis,	it’s	a	predictable	event.	That	means	you	need	
to budget a larger amount for home improvements or 
whatever	the	problem	area	may	be.

Overall,	on	a	month-to-month	basis,	 if	you	find	you	have	
$200 budgeted for car repairs and the repair turns out to be 
$250,	I’d	rather	you	cut	back	on	eating	out	to	make	up	the	

difference.	That’s	the	way	my	wife	and	I	did	it	back	in	the	
day.	We	never	 touched	 the	emergency	 fund	 for	anything	
except	big,	unexpected,	scary	stuff.

- Dave

+++

Can’t afford student loans

Dear Dave,

I	have	a	lot	of	student	loan	debt,	and	I	can’t	afford	the	pay-
ments	right	now.	Should	I	send	them	what	I	can,	even	if	it’s	
not the minimum payment, or should I not send anything 
at	all?

- Tina

Dear Tina,

They’re not going to stop bothering you no matter which 
option you choose. The benefit of sending them $5, even if 
the minimum payment is $50, is that you’re forcing yourself 
to start living on a budget and do all you can to honor your 
commitment. That’s the moral, spiritual and legal thing to 
do in this situation.

Lots of times when people say they can’t afford something, 
what they really mean is they don’t want to give up other 
stuff in order to honor their obligations. If that’s the case, 
I’m not going to be on your team. You accepted this 
responsibility, and if that means you don’t eat out or go on 
vacation until the debt is paid off, then that’s the way it is. 
But if you’re already living on a beans-and-rice, scorched-
earth budget and $5 is all you can squeeze out, then give 
them $5 and let them know with a clear conscience it’s all 
you can afford. All you can do is all you can do.

There’s a bright spot in all this though. If you’re scrimping 
and saving and paying all the money that you have first 
toward running your household, then secondly toward your 
creditors, you’ll start finding ways to stretch your dollars 
even further. Not only will that help you clean up your 
student loan mess, but it will enable you to have a little bit 
better life in the process!

- Dave

+++

A squirrel fund

Dear Dave,

My	husband	works	 construction,	 so	we	 barely	 scrape	 by	
during	the	winter	months.	Should	we	build	an	emergency	
fund	for	the	slow	times?

- Cathy
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Dear Cathy,

I	 think	 that’s	 a	 great	 idea.	 Although,	 I’d	 probably	 call	 it	
something	 other	 than	 an	 emergency	 fund.	 How	 about	 a	
squirrel	 fund?	 Squirrels	 need	 to	 have	 nuts	 saved	 up	 for	
winter,	 and	 in	 your	 case	 you’d	 be	 setting	 money	 aside	
during the summer to get you through the slow winter 
months.

You	may	think	I’m	playing	games	with	the	name,	but	really	
I’m	 not.	 This	 sort	 of	 saving	 isn’t	 for	 emergencies.	 It’s	 a	
budget	 issue,	 because	 you’re	 planning	 and	 setting	 aside	
cash	leading	up	to	the	down	time	you	know	is	coming.	Keep	
your	emergency	 fund	of	 three	to	six	months	of	expenses	
separate	from	this,	and	take	a	careful	look	at	what	he	made	
this	winter	and	how	much	that	left	you	short	each	month.

Remember,	we’re	not	talking	about	some	random	amount	
of	money	here.	It’s	an	exact	amount	that	you	can	budget	
for	accordingly.	Teachers	can	do	the	same	thing	if	they’re	
not	paid	12	months	a	year.	It’s	a	simple	matter	of	planning	
ahead	for	the	down	time,	and	setting	aside	enough	during	
the other nine months to see you through!

- Dave

+++

Emergency fund in bonds?

Dear Dave,

What do you think about the idea of putting your emergen-
cy fund into bonds?

- Ryan

Dear Ryan,

I think that’s a really bad idea, and here’s why. Bond values 
and prices go down as long-term interest rates rise. Right 
now, long-term interest rates—a good example would be 
mortgage rates—are ticking up. They’ve moved up a quarter 
of a percent recently. So, as this happens, the value of bonds 
goes down. If these interest rates spiked, you could lose half 
your emergency fund.

Never, ever put your emergency fund into things where 
risk and volatility are factors. An emergency fund isn’t 
an investment. It’s there to help protect things that are 
investments and your life. Keep it in something safe and 
simple, like a money market account where there’s no 
penalty for early withdrawal.

We’re not looking to make money with an emergency fund, 
Ryan. It’s insurance. Just let it sit there, safe and sound, until 
it’s needed.

- Dave
+++

Pay the IRS first!

Dear Dave,

My husband has his own business installing windows. As a 
result, we now have IRS and state tax debt. We’re managing 
the payments, but where should these debts be placed in 
the debt snowball plan?

- Olivia

Dear Olivia,

I don’t usually cheat on the smallest to largest progression 
of the debt snowball, but I’d recommend moving these 
debts to the top of the list.

Both state and federal taxes come with ridiculous penalties 
and interest rates, and the authorities at either level have 
virtually unlimited power at their disposal to screw with your 
life if something bad happens. The IRS can actually take your 
money without suing you. So, you don’t want to become a 
blip on their radar screen by being late with payments.

Get it cleaned up as quickly as possible, Olivia. You don’t 
want to mess around with these guys!

- Dave
+++

Check on the checking account

Dear Dave,

My husband died eight years ago, and I never closed his 
bank accounts that were opened when we lived in another 
state. We lived in Florida before moving to Oregon. I didn’t 
probate the estate, and he did not have a will. I’m trying to 
work with the banks to get this settled, but they’re giving 
me the runaround. Do you have any advice?

- Melinda

Dear Melinda,

The first thing you need to do is contact an attorney who 
handles estate planning. If the accounts were opened in 
Florida, but you both lived in Oregon at the time of his death, 
technically the estate would be probated in Oregon. That 
may be what has to happen. If so, a judge would appoint 
you as executor. As executor, you can close the accounts and 
disperse any money to the rightful heir—which is you.

Be prepared, though. It may take somewhere between 
$250 and $500 in attorney fees and court costs to make this 
happen. If you’re lucky, you might get a simple motion from 
the court that would cost you next to nothing. But find a 
good estate planning attorney who knows Oregon law inside 
and out. Estate laws and probate laws differ from state to 
state, and Florida and Oregon both have some weird laws 
in these areas.

continued on next page
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This probably seems like a lot of trouble, but you have to 
remember the banks are simply trying to protect themselves 
and follow the law. Anyone could walk in with a death 
certificate (they’re public record), and claim to be an heir. 
So, they have to have a court document in order to avoid 
any potential liability.

I’m sorry for your loss, Melinda. I know it still hurts after all 
this time, but you need to address this as soon as possible. 
I’m sure it’s what your husband would have wanted.

- Dave
+++

Dave Ramsey is America’s trusted voice on money and business. He has 
authored five New York Times best-selling books: Financial Peace, More 
Than Enough, The Total Money Makeover, EntreLeadership and Smart 
Money Smart Kids. The Dave Ramsey Show is heard by more than 8 mil-
lion listeners each week on more than 500 radio stations. Follow Dave on 
Twitter at @DaveRamsey and on the web at daveramsey.com.

THE RISKY INTROVERT
TheRiskyIntrovert.wordpress.com

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

About The Risky Introvert

My name is Jordan and I am an introvert. Like most introverts, I enjoy 
the written word, especially since that means (when I am the one writing 
said word[s]) I can ruminate longer on what I want to say instead of 
just blurting out any old thing off the top of my head (which, let’s face 
it, happens quite often if you’re lucky enough to be one of my friends or 
family members). Yes, I said “lucky.”

I decided to start this blog because I’ve gotten out of the habit of 
journaling and there are some significant changes happening in my life 
right now that I’d like to write about. I figured this would be a nice way 
to share those with inquiring minds.

So, whether you’ve stumbled across this blog entirely by chance, you 
barely know me, or you are one of the people I talk to on a daily basis, 
please enjoy this window into my life. I will do my best to be fiercely and, 
perhaps at times, uncomfortably real with you. Introverts just love being 
uncomfortable.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

“On Anniversaries and Being Understood”
(December 21st, 2015)

I’m quite overdue for another blog entry and, for that, I 
apologize.

Sometimes there are certain things that hit me and I make 
a note to work them into my next blog entry. Last month, 
within two days, a couple things stuck with me enough that 
I want to write down my thoughts about them. I hope that’s 
alright with you… If it’s not, I don’t know what you’re doing 
on my blog, anyway.

A little over a month ago, I was putting together The Link 
that is “published” each month (as I’ve been doing for some 
years now). If people send me articles or announcements 
they want people to read, I put them in. A staple in the 
newsletter is a list of people who have either birthdays or 
anniversaries in that specific month. I was working on the 
one for December and saw my brother’s birthday. I felt 
bad that we’re not in the States to celebrate with him but I 
couldn’t dwell on that thought very long because my eyes 
glanced at the anniversary section and I noticed something 
that caught me off guard.

My parents’ anniversary was no longer listed.

I don’t know if it’s because I can be a stereotypical emotional 
girl at times, or because I’ve felt the whole gamut of feelings 
this year, but I started to cry. Really cry. It was just another 
reminder that my mom’s gone, as if I ever need to be 
reminded. As if I’m not conscious of her absence every day.

I’m aware that it wasn’t something that would intentionally 
make anyone feel such a way but it still grabbed me out of 
my normal actions of resizing fonts and moving columns 
around. I had to get up for a tissue because I was getting all 
“leaky” in the facial area. I know you appreciate the visual.

As it somehow happens, I got all existential (and 
increasingly emotional). My parents would never have 
another anniversary together. Through no fault of their 
own, they weren’t together anymore. We only celebrate 
anniversaries of things that are alive. Sure, we recognize 
the anniversaries of other things like a loved one’s death, but 
anniversaries are only celebrated when things are living or 
growing or making progress. Institutions have anniversaries 
of when they were founded because they haven’t run their 
course yet. Birthdays are celebrated because you’ve lived to 
see another year. No one really celebrates anniversaries of a 
couple when one of them is deceased. The whole “’til death 
do us part” thing has a finality to it.

It was Mothers’ Day in May (or Mothers / Mother’s Day, 
depending on where you want to put the apostrophe). My 
brother, dad, and I went to Tully’s, a sports bar where we’d 
gone the previous year for the same day. Hey -- we never 
said my mom was your typical lady! The woman loved 
their chicken tenders (and I can’t say I blame her – they 
are phenomenal). I honestly wasn’t really feeling morose 
about the day, but I think it was more painful for the men 
of the family. I remember multiple people approaching me 
asking if I was “okay” that day. I know it was coming from a 
place of care / concern but I started feeling a little annoyed, 
like I should be feeling more depressed than I was. I know; 
backwards. Anyway, I wasn’t overcome by a wave of sadness 
that day, as I almost expected to be. Why did the thought 
of not celebrating their anniversary bother me so much? It 
didn’t even have anything to do directly with me!

Maybe it’s because I know I want to get married eventually. 
Of course, I’m not any closer to getting married than when I 
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was born, except for my age. Single for life; that’s me. I guess 
I just look forward to the time when I’ll have someone that 
I can “go through life with” no matter what it throws our 
way. Yes, I have family and friends but let’s not kid ourselves. 
Romantic love is different. A spouse is different. And my dad 
has been without his spouse of 32+ years for nearly nine 
months now. You’re never ready to lose someone you love, 
no matter how long you have to prepare. It’s not fair and I 
know nothing is, but it’s still really tiring to come to terms 
with that.

And being away from home at Christmastime is more 
painful than I anticipated. It calls to mind a line from my 
favorite Christmas movie, Mixed Nuts – an (in my opinion) 
underrated gem of a film, of course introduced to me by my 
mom. I’d tell you to watch it, but, if you know me in real life 
(and not from randomly finding this blog online), I’m going 
to tell you not to dare watch it without me! Anyway, the 
quote goes like this:

Christmas is a time when you look at your life 
through a magnifying glass, and whatever you 
don’t have feels overwhelming. Being alone is so 
much lonelier at Christmas. Everything sad is so 
much sadder at Christmas.

It’s so true! That scene always gets me but now I’m starting 
to really understand those feelings myself.

And, speaking of understanding…

During one of my classes last month (the day after I had 
my existential crisis about anniversaries), we didn’t have 
an assignment to work on so the teacher gave us a card 
game of Would You Rather questions. In an effort to get the 
students to converse in English, we each took turns taking 
cards and answering the “most interesting” question. One 
of them I distinctly remember: “Would you rather be able to 
communicate with animals or be able to understand every 
language?” Easy peasy. “While communicating with animals 
would be really cool, I’d definitely rather want to be able 

to understand every language,” I piped in. “It’s annoying 
walking around here and being illiterate because I have no 
idea what any signs are saying!” The students laughed and 
one responded, “Yes, but understanding is not the same as 
being understood.” I don’t think he intended it to sound so 
deep, but I considered it a really profound thought! What 
good is understanding if you can’t use your own words to 
help others understand you? Inevitably, there are always 
misinterpretations and errors in communication, but that 
usually just makes us want to try harder, doesn’t it? At least 
it does for me.

I guess that’s what I’m trying to do with this blog. Aside from 
letting you peek into my life, I hope it helps you understand 
me better. I consider myself a good listener and I try to 
understand what others are going through, so I hope my 
blog is a vessel to help you learn more about me and the 
way I see the world. This is me, sharing my thoughts and 
feelings, and I appreciate you following along.

Until next time,

Jordan
(For security reasons - as these entries will be on the internet - I will veil 
some words but rest assured that I’m leaning on “the big man upstairs” 
through this whole endeavor)
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Christmas caroling practice - if you want to watch us sing 
two Christmas hymns with our English club, go to
https://youtu.be/a5tReE6ojzg
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DOWNLOAD THE SERVICE

Simply go to our new website: knoxepc.com & follow the prompt under the “Sermons” heading.

CDs of the Sunday worship service are also available at no charge to share with unsaved friends and loved ones. Contact Mary in the church office and 
let her know.

You can also listen live via the internet to our Saturday night and Sunday morning services. Simply follow the link from our home page on the web: http://
knoxepc.com/#/church-life/sermons or type in http://KnoxChurch.listen2myradio.com on Saturdays at 6:30 pm or Sundays at 10:30am.


